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From Pastor Dan Werthman  

December  

¶ 7 & 14 - Discover 
Lakewood 

¶ 14 - Explore Your 
S.H.A.P.E. 

¶ 24 & 31 - No 
Wednesday 
Programming/Classes 

¶ 28 - No Sunday Classes 
January  

¶ 4 - No Sunday Classes 

¶ 7 - JumpStart for 
Lakewood Leaders 

¶ 11 - Sunday Classes 
Resume 

¶ 14 - Wednesday (J-
Term) Classes Resume 

¶ 28 - BAY Rally 

 

Sunday  
Services  
9:00 AM & 
10:30 AM 

6284 Fairview Road 
Baxter, MN  56425 
Phone: 218-829-7251 
www.lakewoodfc.com 
E-mail: 

Office Hours  
Monday -Thursday  
9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

Friday 8:00 AM-4:00 PM 

 

D o you know what our doctrinal beliefs are at Lakewood?  
Have you taken the time to look at our Statement of Faith that 

summarizes the essential doctrine of Lakewood and our denomination, 
the Evangelical Free Church of America?  (You can find it on the 
Lakewood website at www.lakewoodfc.com ǳƴŘŜǊ ά!ōƻǳǘ ¦ǎέΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ Lǎ ¢ƘŜ 9C/!έ brochure available at the Information Desk.)  If you 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛȊŜŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ /I!bD9Η  ²ŜƭƭΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘΦ 

     On June 26, 2008, the National Conference of the Evangelical Free 
Church of America (EFCA) adopted a new Statement of Faith that revised 
the previous Statement of Faith that had been adopted in 1950.  The 
9C/!Ωǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛƴ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
refresh it so that it could continue to serve as our doctrinal standard 
that we truly embrace and not just become a historical (continued on p. 2)  

Sunday & Wednesday Classes Resume  
Sunday Morning Classes will resume January 11  

Wednesday Classes (J -Term) will resume January 14  

Christmas Eve Services  
Wednesday Evening, December 24  

at 3:00, 5:00 & 7:00 PM  

Nursery for children through 36 months. 
 

December 28 th  & January 4 th   
Worship Services Only - No Sunday Classes  

Sunday Services at 9:00 & 10:30 AM  

Nursery for children through 36 months, no regular 
Sunday School Classes  

http://www.lakewoodfc.com/
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(continued from p. 1) document that is given mere lip-service.  Here are the four key reasons why the 
EFCA sought to revise the Statement of Faith: 

1. Only the Bible is the inspired Word of God.  Doctrinal statements are not inspired, but they are a 
human product that should be periodically reviewed. 

2. Every doctrinal statement is a product of its time and is couched in the terminology and issues of 
its historical setting. The meanings and usages of some words have changed since 1950, and some 
ƴŜǿ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊƛǎŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƴƻǘ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘŀǊέ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
addressed today. 

3. A revision of the Statement of Faith provided an opportunity to update archaic language, to clarify 
some theological ambiguities, and to seek greater theological precision so that the Statement of 
Faith might be better suited to be used as a teaching tool in local EFCA churches. 

4. A revision of the Statement of Faith provided an opportunity to reexamine who we are in the EFCA 
and to set forth what we believe is most important to affirm, guard and preserve. 

     ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ 9C/!Ωǎ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘ ƳŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ [ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘΚ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9C/! ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
adopting the revised Statement of Faith as its own.  I expect that our North Central District will 
complete this action at its upcoming District Conference in April of 2009, and then, each individual 
EFCA church will be asked to seriously consider the desirability of doing the same.  While no individual 
EFCA church is required to adopt the revised Statement of Faith, to do so would be in keeping with the 
intent of the EFCA Bylaws, which state that all Evangelical Free churches have a common Statement of 
Faith (Article I.1). 

     I am already leading the Lakewood Elders and Pastors through a study of the new revised Statement 
of Faith, in which we are comparing it with the 1950 Statement of Faith and studying the changes 
made and the scriptural support of all the points.  Once we complete this study, we will determine 
whether to bring a motion to the Lakewood membership to adopt the revised Statement of Faith and 
amend the Lakewood Constitution accordingly.  The process of amending the Lakewood Constitution 
takes place over the course of several congregational meetings, so there will be plenty of opportunity 
for you to listen to and participate in discussion about the revisions to the Statement of Faith. 

     I encourage you to get involved now in studying the new revised Statement of Faith.  You can it, 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ мфрл {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9C/!Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘΥ 
http://www.efca.org/about-efca/statement-faith/resources-statement-faith-transition.  I will dedicate 
my columns in the next several issues of this newsletter to comparing the various articles of the new 
revised Statement of Faith and the 1950 Statement of Faith. 


