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t our upcoming Annual Meeting on January 25, 201{) R T RN TR ST TN

the Lakewood elders will be bringing a motion to revise
Lakewood Constitution and Statement of Faith for a second reading
a time of congregational discussion followed by a vote on the motig
the membership. As many of you are probably already aware, this is
of a process of adopting revisions to our statement of faith as|(0gfrdboard? ... . ... p.4
denomination and district have already done. Why? To make a %ﬁpmg Children Make
statement of faith (originally written in 1950) even better by updaiingense out of Life . . . p. 5
the language and expanding it to address new theological and cultyal, | akewood
challenges that have arisen over the past several decades. To help WRWionaries . . . . . .,
dzy RSNBGFYR ¢KIFGQa | OGdzrtt& o0SA /ﬁowﬂéﬁs%éda/v%n&o L Q
Ay G(KS&S ySgat SGGSNE (2 0NRSTI||@se Bl LE.I.AYp. 4K
them. This issue brings us to the third artic'-

. . Parish Nursing Cornelp..8

addressing our human condition.

02
R TN
Article 3¢ The Human Condition Dates To Remember:

We believe that God created Adam and Eve in December

image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. EFCA 120 - ABC 5 Open House
union with Adam, human beings are sinners by na ™"/ 123 & 30 - No Wednesday
and by choice, alienated from God, and under His wrath Only th lasses

D2RQa al gay3a ¢2N]J AY WSadza /K % (’3\{:)”2 nda?gaiggg 7
renewed.

Jan_uarv
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human condition, which readNe believe that man was created in fhe

gﬁgm Pastor Dan ...p.1

M¥gic Parenting . . .. p. 3
Qaﬁl iQa 2y , 2dz

(1

[

olf n
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image of God but fell into sin and is therefore lost and only thrgughparenting & Grandparenting

regeneration by the Holy Spirit can salvation and spiritual lifg|| b&25- Annual Business

obtained.. Meeting

As you can see by comparison, the revised EFCA Statement of Faiffi dbs
(continued on p. 2
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(continued from p. 1pot subtract anything from the 1950 Statement of Faith. It actually expands iffand,

in so doing, it strengthens our doctrine of the human condition in the following ways:

1 It makes it clear that God created both Adam and Eve in His image, which is a more accura
to state the truth that both males and females are created in the image of God (see Genesi
This affirms the equal value and dignity of both males and females in the eyes of God.

way
1:p7).

from God.
1 It emphasizes that we are all sinnérsd & Yahdd &NID K25 @ONERP£a A YV Y S NA

FNB Fff 02Ny AyFTSOGSR o6& !'RFYQa aAy o0aSS |(w2Ylya
but rather, with a predisposition to turn away from God as Adam and Eve first chose to do.
i K S NB Q &-wHamni daativ&are also sinners by choice, meaning that we all regularl
OK224S (2 aArAy Ay 2dzNJ iK2dAK{Gaz ¢2NRa | yR RS
5SONBE O2yRSYYSR o0é3x odzi GKS | Oldzrt &aaya S
course. But the awareness of very bad news is what ultimately causes us to look for good n¢ws
the gospel.

1 It clarifies what it means to be lost in our sinful condition. Our sin actually alienates us from (sog
and incurs His personal wrath against us. This reminds us that we serve a God who is both [pving
and holy.

TLG aLISOATASAE GKIFG D&RWNAWS A WeddmifhkHAN askudnédahgttire
reading the 1950 version, but many people today start with the assumption that there are mgny
ways to peace with God. So the exclusivity of salvation through Christ needs to be specifically
aGFrGSR YR RSTSYRSR Ay G(G2RIF&Qa LRaldY2RSN Odzt G dz

Want to study your beliefs about the human condition more yourself? You can find the new revjsed

{GFrGSYSy(l 2F CrHAGKE GKS wmMoppn {dF0dSYSyd 27F |CFAGKEZ

website at:http://www.efca.org/about-efca/statementfaith/resourcesstatementfaith-transition.

,2dz OFy |fta2 FAYR [F1S622RQa LINGBwW.Bkaiocodicicdmi SIfy|Sy & 2 F

2 FFSNF

under About Us or in theThis Is The EF®fchure available at the Information Desk.
LYGSNBalSR Ay [F1S622RQa LINRPOSaa 2F NBGAaAlya Ada
invite you to talk to any of our elders about the process.
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Magic Parenting: Discipline without Arguing, Yelling or Spanking

I recently saw an ad for a study on the internet that was trying to sell help for
LI NBy Ga® L G2-3dMagic Parénting: Dicipliné without Arguing, Yelling o

purchase it just to learn what | had done wrong.

Too often, we look to the church or others and blame them for the spiritual condition of our
children. Starting January 13,
for two consecutive
Wednesday nights, we ar
inviting all parents to come
for a time to focus on some
key issues that deeply
intersect with the goal of
influencing children toward a
deeper walk with God. We a
parents (and sometimes
grandparents) are called to be
the primary source in shaping
the spiritual lives of our
children.

These two nights will be a time to look into two critical areas of parenting. The first night
we will wrestle with the issue of conflict between parents and children. Fighting and
arguing between children and their parents leaves everyone dissatisfied, frustrated and
often discouraged. The second night we will dig deeper into how a good relationship wijth
your children is defined. We will look at the differences in relationships that exist in
different types of families and sometimes among different children within the same home.
During the second night the format will be a panel discussion, giving insight and clarity
while comparing different types of homes that exist in families today.

These sessions will challenge you to think deeply as to your goals for your chMirext is
a loving culture in the home? How does the relational atmosphere in your home influenge
your spiritual impact on your children? What are good responses to arguing and fighting?
Whether you have a four year old or an 18 year old at home, these topics will be very
relevant for you! Plan now to attendrrustrations of Parenting & Grandparentimon
Wednesday, January 13 and 20.

-Pastor Ken Abramson
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...... We exist to be

‘ transformed together
U d ] p I O through the Gospel of Christ;
to live out the
O Y é Great Commandment;
: n Ou r ) to fulfill the

Great Commission;

CardbOard? L alorine gory ol God
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I am greatly encouraged by the recent Thanksgiving Eve service. If

you missed it, you should really check it outina. We will soon post a link to it on our website.
I do not think that there was any believer there who did not leave being impacted in some way by
the Holy Spirit.

1 Our spirits hunger to give God glory more than our stomachs long for turkey.
1 True life stories are meaningful, especially from people we know.

1 We gathered out of opportunity, not duty or routine.

1 Itis good to see God in our stories, to choose hope, to remember.

1 We found connection with other believers through their stories.

1 We saw hope for a struggle we are currently having.

1 Testimonies spanned the generations.

[ 2f 2aaAil y aetthevward of @Hrist @EIl indyou richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your
KSIFNIa WRSNRR®E || a2yS FTYy20KSNE FIO02N GKIFQ

a great job of that weekly, it is all of our responsibility to give and live that message.

LF AG A& (O NHz8e exigt to be trarsforingd jogethér thivuglithe Gospel of Ghést

then this service provided ample evidence that it is happening. | am also encouraged by the

number of people who told me that they wished they could have part|C|pated by telling their story

Ly O(NMHMziK: ¢S Fff akK2dZ R o0S lFoftS (2 3% 0Sa
4

What would you say? Could you do it? Eight words or less on each side. <l

What life was/where God has brought you! Could you share it with the world?7*
Would you share it with me“paul @lakewoodfc.com Pau I

-Paul Johnson, Community Life Pastor
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ignored. Often, we defer to Pastor Dan to convey the message of the Gospel, and although he does
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Helping Children Make Sense
Out of Life

and a wrong way to think about life. Did you know
whatever you think about life shapes the way you
act? We respond to life, not on the basis of the fact
but on the basis of how we interpret the facts and
the sense we have made out of them.

God ordained that parents would be his primary
instruments to help children make sense oulité
08 adzy RSNRBRGIYRAY3I (KL
they belong to him and that they are called to live fc
KA a ZAge2oNIpgortudityp. 54)How can we do
this most effectively? Deuteronomy 6#spells it
out most clearly:

Hear, O Israel: The LORD your God is one. You

The book of Proverbs says there is aright way ¢ K I

moment? Let me ask first, how teachable are you?
Recognize it is impossible to pass on to your kids
@2dz R2y Qi FANRG LXK
heart is filled with love for Christ? Are you nurturing
your own relationship with Him through time in the
s,Word in and in prayer?

)

Second, as the Holy Spirit illumines the Word for y
and grows you, share what you are learning with
your family. Let them see your excitement as nugg
of wisdom and understanding are uncovered and
eve S ybur strSgyBs asryolREestle with &cseptnig
br truth and applying it to your own life. This makes fa
AYGSNBalAy3d RAYYSN 02y
tell your kids when you have been wrong about
something related to your faith or to your

relationship with them. Be willing to be humbled an

shalllovethe LORD your God with all your
heart and with all yoursouland with all
yourmight. And these words that |
command you today shall lw your heart.
You shalteach them diligentlyto your
children and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house and when you walk by the
way and when you lie down and when you
rise.

2 KFd Aa D2RQa OFff
ultimate goal for people is to love Him

with all their heart, all their soul, all their
mightt with their whole being.

God ordained the family as the optimal environmen
F2NJ LI aaAay3ad GKS GNYziKa
lovingGod on to the next generation. Who can do
that better than parents? After all, you live with you
children. You are there when they lie down and
when they rise up. You are there during the many
SoSyida I'yR OANDdzyaidl yoOS
make the most of every opportunity! Every moment
must be seen as a teachable moment.

Those teachable moments are not

compartmentalized to a specific day of the week or
particular circumstances. They permeate and fill oy
RIFega Fa GKS FlYAf& aR2S8
So how do you view every moment as a teachable

r

]

to ask forgiveness
when called for.
They will learn
much from those
conversations as
well as from what
you are modeling.

If you begin with

these things, you

g/ill find it much

easier to grab

those teachable
moments to instruct, encourage, correct or rebuke
your kids because conversations about God and

t faith, sin and forgiveness, love and obedience will

Alfeady e R Ratural partbRne falriR of Yourfamik

Third, learn to pray Scripture for your kids, with your

kids, over your kids. Scripture is the Living Word o
GKS [AQAy3 D2RO® 2KSy @
PR Pt oA RNR EL IR 4 &
There are more ways and many more things you ¢
do to disciple your kids. This is just a starting point
Trust God to guide you in this process of parenting
discipling your kids. He has called you to this
awesome responsibility. He will enable you to do it

f AFBESEZIAITANKBADL 5ANB(J
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Welcome Our Newest Supported
Missionary Family

Josiah Venture is a mission organization

that is part of a movement of God among
the youth of Eastern Europe. The youth of
these former communist countries are in
desperate need of the gospel, and they are
open to the message of Jesus Christ in ways
never possible twentjive years ago. This
movement is finding its home within the
local church, and it is transforming society
right now. The role that Josiah Venture plays
in this movement is to equip the youth of
91 a0GSNYy 9dz2NRLIS (2 Fdz
through the local church. We are blessed ta
have experienced the mission of Josiah
Venture firsthand and are grateful that we
get to be a part of this movement.

Josiah Venture is asking us to join the core
leadership team. The organization has over
180 missionaries across 11 Eastern European
countries and is seeing God work in amazing
ways through the ministry.

Brian, Aleisha & Cecelia Stephens
Preparing to serve with Josiah Venture in the
Czech Republic

Brian, as Director of Operations, will serve
the entire Josiah Venture team and develop
systems and structures in the areas of

communications, finances, databases, and ) _ _ ) _
human resources (to name only a few). As aOUr goal is to begin serving with Josiah Venture by

result, the missionaries across Eastern January 2010, but this can only happen if 100% of
Europe will be freed to minister at a greater OUr SUpport has been committed. We wait
capacity. expectantly to see God work in great ways!

~

Aleisha will bring her gifting as an educator | Aléisha is the daughter of Dave & Jennifer Gaalswy,
to the Josiah Venture Kids. She will equip | Who attend Lakewood. Look for the Stephens in

LI NByGa FyR adzJi2 NI | CRUCEA OFeamPes 20R 901 A2y Ay
English (specifically reading and writing in

English). In addition, she will work on Englist Support Raised to Date:
camp curriculum and update training 70% of monthly support
materials.

65% of outgoing expenses
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/| KNAadQa SEIFYLXS &
guide us.

In 2 Corinthians 155, Paul points us to Gods
gAft FT2NJ dzad at NF AasS
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort, who

How Does God Want to Use You?

am writing this after our Thanksgiving

Eve cardboard testimony service, and | am so
grateful to the Lord for the powerful evening of
stories and worship as well as the incredible wor
He is doing in our Lakewood body. The stories o
D2RQ& NBRSSYAy3a 208 a
cardboard speak volumes about how God works incomfort those in any trouble with the comfort
all of our lives intensely personal and beautifully
binding us together by His grace and mercy.

I know the stories could be multiplied many time
over, and that each of us has a story. No matter
how mundane or exciting your life seems to be,

God can use you in the life of someone else. In
last year of study and in staff discussions,
we have wrestled with how to best "
disciple the body and how we '
can equip each and every
person to step up and be

as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our
lives, so also through Christ our comfort
2OSNFf20adé

In Philippians 2b = t I dzf | RRa
have any encouragement
from being united
with Christ, if any
comfort from
his love, if any
fellowship

able and willing to speak with the
D2RQa& { NHzi K Spirit, if any
another. Ephesians 2:10 tenderness
areaz acC2z2NJ ~ and
workmanship, created in compassion,

Christ Jesus to do good then make my joy
complete by being

works, which God prepared 3 Yy . ¥

Ay FR@FyOS ¥F2 . - like-minded, having the
you get that? The God of the ...  same love, being one in spirit
universe has preparedll of us; me, you, and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish
our children- uniquely able to be used by Him in | ambition or vain conceit, but in humility

KeeNMNABRUs iR gl our rowhles, Sp thatavr Fa@

we ourselves have received from God. For jus

anotherA y 3¢ I y R ¢S KI @S GKS | 2fe@ cfe@ﬁe%rﬁWoksmminister

NEFSI f
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way? Have you ever asked the Lord to showyou { 2 dzy R & OF NBESX 2NJ AYLR §&aAof S|
how He wants to use you? And if He places can do all things through him who strengthens

someone in your path, do you embrace that YSé¢ t KAfTALILALIYA nYwm o !I'¥F S
2 L2 NI dzy Ade 2NJ dzNY I g Fopwh& §dd hadzdohe ifoRrdothersardld [FSS
able or willing to get involved? While we all may | sisters here at Lakewood on Thanksgiving Eve,

not be formally called into academically or L 1y2¢ GKAA A& GNUzSH|[ SGQ&
vocationally pursuing this type of ministry, we are professionals. Who is God putting in your
RSTFAyAuSte Ittt OIFffSR opgthoDzR Ayid2 | YAYAAOGNR 27F a
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Parish Nursing Corner prescription drug
program for people who
are 65 years of age or of
disability must be
renewed by December
31. Individual
appointments will be
available with the Parish
Nurse. The information
will also be helpful for
adult children of people
who are 65 or older.

Prayer Partners for Pregnant Women - If
you would like a prayer partner during you
pregnancy, please contact the Parish Nur
Confidentiality will be maintained. If you ai
interested in becoming a prayer partner,
please contact the Parish Nurses as well.

-

GriefShare - GriefShare is a 1®eek support
group that will be offered again beginning
February 2. People who are grieving the I
of a loved one are encouraged to attend tt

sessions at any time.
Quit Smoking Class - A

class to help you quit

Co-Facilitators Needed - Cofacilitators for

GriefShare are needed to assist the smoking will be offered for those interested.

discussion groups. If you are interested, 28 Oly KSfLI e2dz 1881 &2 daN
please contact the Parish Nurses. resolution. Call the Parish Nurse.

Encouraging Single Moms - Encouraging Five Wishes - Five Wishes is a form of

Single Moms group will continue to meet on  a4vance directive (living will) which includes
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM in Room 181. not only the legal and medical aspects of the

Medicare Part D - The application for the advance directive but also the emotional and

personal items you may want
your family to

know about. This class will be
offered Tuesday evening,
January 12, and again on
Wednesday afternoon,
January 13.

CPR Class - A CPR class is
being planned for February
particularly for married

)
L Narsery care witl be provided for all services. 3‘ couples and older family
. | members. The class is called
| szm /7”””/’”/ . |"cPR for Family and Friends"
adkE December .2 7 _...;3 : : :
6284 Fairview Road « Baxter, MN 56425 45‘ and IS a brlef presentatlon
2188297251 - wwwdakewooliccom 3:00, 5:00 & 400 ¢ |from the American Heart

S

Association. More information
will be announced.

- Arvilla Felten, Parish Nurse
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