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From Pastor Dan Werthman  

March 

¶ 1 & 8 - Discover 
Lakewood 

¶ 8 - Explore Your 
S.H.A.P.E. 

¶ 18 - Spring Break, No 
Wednesday Night 
Classes 

April 

¶ 10 - Good Friday 

¶ 12 - Easter Sunday 

¶ 18 - Beast Feast 

¶ 19 - Childrenôs Spring 
Musical 

¶ 24-26 - Marriage Retreat 

¶ 27 - Quarterly Business 
Meeting 

May 

¶ 17 - Newcomers Lunch 

 

Sunday 
Services 
9:00 AM & 
10:30 AM 

6284 Fairview Road 
Baxter, MN  56425 
Phone: 218-829-7251 
www.lakewoodfc.com 
E-mail: 

Office Hours 
Monday -Thursday  
9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

Friday 10:00 AM-3:30 PM 

 

Good Friday Services  
Friday, April 10

th
 @ 5:30 & 7:00 PM 

 

Easter Sunday 
Services  

Sunday Morning, April 12
th
 @ 

7:30, 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
 

Nursery available at all services for 
children through age 3.  

 No Sunday School programming. 

D o you know what we believe here at Lakewood?  How 
familiar are you with our Statement of Faith that summarizes the 

essential doctrine of Lakewood and our denomination, the Evangelical 
Free Church of America (EFCA)?  On June 26, 2008, the EFCA adopted a 
new Statement of Faith that revised the previous Statement from 1950.  
Our North Central District is now in the process of adopting the new EFCA 
Statement of Faith and encouraging us to consider adopting it as 
[ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘƻǊǎ 
are presently studying this new revised EFCA Statement of Faith.  Once we 
complete this study, we will determine whether to bring a motion to the 
Lakewood membership to adopt the revised EFCA Statement of Faith and 
amend the Lakewood Constitution accordingly.  I am dedicating my 
columns in the next several issues of this newsletter to comparing the 
various articles of the new revised EFCA Statement of Faith and the 1950 
EFCA Statement of Faith.        (continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Where does the revised Statement of Faith begin?  The 1950 EFCA Statement of Faith began with our 
beliefs about the Bible.  The revised version begins with our beliefs about God (and gets to the Bible 
after that).  Why the change?  Because we believe that the Bible originates from God.  We have to 
believe that God exists and reveals Himself to mankind before we believe that He reveals Himself 
through the Bible.  Here is the first point of the new EFCA Statement of Faith: 

1. We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, 
infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in a loving unity 
of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. Having limitless knowledge and 
sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from 
eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to make all 
things new for His own glory. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфрл {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΩǎ 
point (#2) about God, which reads: We believe in one 
God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect and 
eternally existing in three persons, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  As you can see by comparison, the new 
Statement does not subtract anything from the 1950 
Statement. It actually expands it, and in so doing, it 
strengthens our doctrine of God in the following ways: 

Lǘ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ holinessΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƭƻǎǘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
love is emphasized.  God is both holy and loving, and we need to hold these two truths together as 
we think about God and relate to Him. 

Lǘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ knowledge ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜΣ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŜǊǊƻǊ ƻŦ ΨhǇŜƴ 
¢ƘŜƛǎƳΩ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘύΦ 

It celebrates the truth that redemption Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΦ 

It points to the completion of our salvation ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ Iƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ άƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƴŜǿΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ΨōŜǎǘ ƭƛŦŜΩ ƛǎ ΨƴƻǿΣΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
what the present world can offer us. 

It is God-centered rather than man-centered, emphasizing that we believe the starting point for all 
truth and meaning is God, not ourselves. 

Want to study your beliefs about God more yourself?  You can find the new revised Statement of Faith, 
ǘƘŜ мфрл {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9C/!Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘΥ http://
www.efca.org/about-efca/statement-faith/resources-statement-faith-transition.  You can also find 
[ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ www.lakewoodfc.com ǳƴŘŜǊ Ψ!ōƻǳǘ ¦ǎΩ ƻǊ ƛƴ 
the Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ Lǎ ¢ƘŜ 9C/!Ω brochure available at the Information Desk. 

http://www.efca.org/about-efca/statement-faith/resources-statement-faith-transition
http://www.efca.org/about-efca/statement-faith/resources-statement-faith-transition
http://www.lakewoodfc.com/
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Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  - 1 Corinthians 16:13 (NASB) 

άhƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŜǊǘέ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΚ  м tŜǘΦ рΥу ǎŀȅǎΣ άStay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the 
ŘŜǾƛƭΦ IŜ ǇǊƻǿƭǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƻŀǊƛƴƎ ƭƛƻƴΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾƻǳǊέ (NLT).  We need to 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀƭ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƛǎΦ   άFor we are 
not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but 
against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen 
world, against mighty powers in this dark world, 
and against evil spirits in the heavenly 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎέ (Eph. 6:12, NLT). 

ά!Ŏǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜƴΦέ  hǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ άōŜ 
ƳŜƴΦέ  aŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 
this is saying.  We also have a sense of our 
inadequacy to meet that call, άōǳǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ōŜ ǘƻ 
DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ (1 Cor. 15:57, NASB). 

L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ a!b ¦t ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ  .ŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŀŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜƴΦέ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
reminder to myself (and to you, men) to do the right thing, even if it costs something.  
Ephesians 4:22-23 commands άǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƻƭŘ ǎŜƭŦ ΦΦΦŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƴŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎέ (NIV). 

Reject Passivity ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ aŜƴΩǎ CǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΦ όaŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΦύ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ǇŀǎǎƛǾƛǘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ 
ǇŀǎǎƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀƭ 9ƴŜƳȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ άŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎέ WƛƳ 9ƭƛƻǘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ 
for. 

¶Dangerous because we start taking back ground in our own lives 
and the lives of others that has been given up to our enemy.   

¶Dangerous because we are not so easily manipulated.   

¶5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ 
to advance the Kingdom of God. 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ [ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘΩǎ 5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ aŜƴ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΚ  ¢ƘŜ Ǝǳȅ ǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
trip.  A man huddled with others in prayer.  A husband taking the lead in improving his 
marriage.  A man holding a crying baby so a young mom can worship.  Take any of our Core 
Values and use your imagination.      - Pastor Paul 

 

    We are so utterly ordinary, so commonplace, 
while we profess to know a Power the Twentieth 
Century does not reckon with.  
But we are "harmless," and therefore unharmed.  
    We are spiritual pacifists, non-militants, 
conscientious objectors in this battle-to-the-
death with principalities and powers in high 
places. 
...Oh that God would make us dangerous! 

                                              - Jim Eliot (1927-1956) 
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evaluation and intentional work on your marriage.  One 
couple, when asked what they thought of the marriage 
retreat, responded with the following comments:  

 άWe have attended two retreats. At each retreat we 
were allowed time to process the material and have 

that alone time we never seem to take for 
ourselves.  We were given tools to use for the weekend 

and beyond and  we highly recommend this special 
ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻǊ ƻƭŘΗέ 

God has a deep desire for our marriages to reflect His 
love and grace, but intentional effort is needed to make 
that love the center of a marriage.  For details, pick up a 
brochure at the Information Desk. 

 
 

 
NEXT RETREAT is  

άaƻǊŜ ¢Ƙŀƴ ! {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊέ  
April 24-26, 2009  . . . . .  Cost is $210 

T op Ten 
Reasons 

you and 
your spouse should 
attend a Lakewood 
Marriage Retreat: 
10. No kids. 

  9.  No cooking, cleaning off the 
table, and no dish washing. 

  8.  Earn brownie points for the 
fishing opener! 

  7.  bƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ŀ ΨǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǘΩ 
from the do list! 

  6.  A setting that provides a great 
opportunity to put aside 
distractions and work on your 
marriage. 

  5.  Gives a setting to renew 
intentional work on your 
relationship. 

  4.  Sessions are short, which 
leaves great opportunity to 
talk about your marriage. 

  3.  No kids! 

  2.  A willingness to go and spend 
the time and money shows 
your commitment and love 
to  your spouse. 

  1.  God desires that your marriage 
would be filled with great love 
and demonstrate the love of 
Christ to the world. 

 For the last 6 years almost 170 
couples have attended Lakewood 
marriage retreats.  The format of 
the retreat uniquely lends itself to 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ άŦŀŎŜ-to-ŦŀŎŜέ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
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Thoughts on the J -Term 
Worship Series  

W e have just completed our 
month long series devoted to the 

topic of worship. It was our hope and prayer 
that many in the Lakewood body would 
participate, either on Sunday morning or on 
Wednesday nights, and that as a result of a 
focused look at this vital topic we would all be 
drawn closer to the One who alone is worthy 
of our praise. 

   On Wednesday nights, we combined the 
adult classes with the youth group and met all 
together in the Great Hall for a game, prayer, 
worship music, and teaching from a video 
series by Louie Giglio called Worship: That 
Thing That We Do. Although it appeared that 
youth participation was a bit down, we had a 
strong showing of both youth and adults for 
the four nights, and based on comments, 
many were blessed by the time together. 

   The challenge of the video series was for us 
to embrace a lifestyle of worship as a whole-
life response to our glorious God, reflecting 
His mercy and grace. Pointing out that we 
worship what we value most, Giglio skillfully 
led us through scripture that pointed to God 
as awesome creator and how He expects and 
deserves our worship. We were challenged to 
look at our lives and what or whom were we 
placing on the throne instead of Jesus. 

On Sunday 
mornings, we also 

spent time on the 

topic. In Sunday school classes and in our 
corporate gatherings, we asked the same 
question: Who is on the throne, who is this 
Jesus, and what does it mean to approach 
Him with holy fear and trembling as our most 
holy God? Only through knowing Him, and 
embracing Him as Lord and Master of our 
lives, can we begin to ascribe to Him alone 
the place He deserves. 

   Every one of our core values have to flow 
out of a heart that worships God in His glory. 
Were you challenged this month to take a 
look at the idols of your heart that draw you 
away from being a worshiper that He seeks? 
It is our prayer that we all can be cut to the 
heart, turn away from these idols, and give 
Him all our love and devotion as we seek Him 
in worship! 

Ted Feyder ς Worship Minister 
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GLOBAL FINGERPRINTS  

D uring the Christmas Eve service , a 
presentation was made about Global 

Fingerprints. This is a program from the EFCA, 
headed up by our 
supported 
missionary and 
member of the 
Lakewood family, 
Rachel Martin. 
Rachel divides 
her time 
between Iowa, 
where her father lives, and Congo. She does 
several things related to AIDS orphans there. 
Global Fingerprints is a program to support AIDS 
orphans in Congo. 

   Lakewood responded with about 8-10 new 
sponsorships. The need is unlimited. The initial 
goal is the adoption of 1500 orphansτabout 50 
each for the 27 regions of the Congolese EFC. 
When this goal is reached, Global Fingerprints 
plan to carry the program to another poor African 
nation. 

   Please consider adopting one of these children, 
whose needs are for the absolute necessities of 
life, including food. The cost is $25/month. The 
easiest way is to do this online. Go to 
WWW.GLOBALFINGERPRINTS.ORG and have your 
credit card information handy for automatic 
withdrawal on a monthly, quarterly, or annual 
basis. You can also do this by check. Barb Matich, 
in the missions office, has forms for paying with 
checks. 

   When you enroll online, you will 
instantly be given the information 
about your child with a photo.  You 
can choose by gender and age 
range. Please consider helping one 
of these very unfortunate children.  

FEED THE CHILDREN  

O n March 28 , Lakewood Church will be 
joining The Journey North to bag meals 

for Honduras. This is the third year of this 
event. Last year, some people from Lakewood 
helped to make up the food packages. 

  This year, we have been in dialogue with The 
Journey North about cooperation, especially 
with missions activities. We are both on the 
same side, and we both have a big heart for 
missions and the poor people of this world. 

   This year the event will be at the Brainerd 
National Guard Armory (not at either church). 
There will be two shiftsτone from 9-11 AM, 
and one from 11 AM-1 PM. The cost of each 
meal is 25 cents. There are 6 meals to a bag, so 
a bag is $1.50. There will be 285,000 meals 
shipped to Honduras. We only pay for the food 
that we bagτthe rest of the meals will be 
donated by Feeding Children Internationally, 
Stewart, MN. The shipping cost for the food is 
$7000 and will also be paid for by The Journey 
North, with our help. 

  This will be a festive occasion, with a feeling of 
joy and excitement. Food, desserts, and 
beverages will be served. Announcements will 
be made periodically of the progress on bagging 
and funds. It would be great if we could have a 
large showing of people from Lakewood this 
time. There were quite a few kids there last 
year. This is really a good thingτa great way to 
serve our Lord through serving the very poor. It 
can be a first mission experience , for those of 
ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ ǿŜǘ ȅŜǘΦ 

  Bring a little money to pay for the food that 
ȅƻǳ ōŀƎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƛƴ-
win-win experience. Or, you can donate to the 
cause and let somebody else do the bagging for 
you. Lakewood missions is making a large 
donation toward the food costs.   Questions? 
Contact Steve Bardolph at the church. 

http://www.globalfingerprints.org/



