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From Pastor Dan Werthman  

Sunday 
Services 

 
9:00 & 10:30 AM 

Office Hours 
Monday -Thursday  
9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

Friday 10:00 AM-3:30 PM 

June 

¶ 10 - DivorceCare & 
DC4K begins 

¶ 14 - Short-Term 
Missions Report Night 

July 

¶ 19 - Explore your 
S.H.A.P.E. 

August 

¶ 23 - All Church Picnic at 
Baxter Park 

6284 Fairview Road 
Baxter, MN  56425 
Phone: 218-829-7251 
www.lakewoodfc.com 
E-mail: info@lakewoodfc.com 

I   write this article with great amazement at how God 
has been moving in our church body and great anticipation of 

ǿƘŀǘ IŜΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳǎΦ [ŀǎǘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǿŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
Lakewood was prayerfully pursuing the 
planting of a new Evangelical Free Church in 
the Crosby-Deerwood-Ironton community. 
We had seen God put a burden for this 
community on the hearts of some of our 
Lakewood families who live there. We have 
seen God confirm to our leadership a vision to 
plant a church in that community, and now 
we have seen God raise up a church-planting 
pastor to join us and lead that mission. It is 
my privilege to now introduce him to you. 

Pastor Eric Anderson has accepted the call of 
our church-planting core to become their 
pastor. Eric currently serves as an Associate 
Pastor at Lincoln Evangelical Free Church in Cushing where he has 
ministered for the past seven years. Prior to that, Eric served in 
various capacities on the staff of Camp Shamineau. He has studied 
at Bethel College and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biblical & 
Theological Studies and completed additional post-graduate work 
through the North Central District of the Evangelical Free Church of 
America. 

Eric is 30 years old and is married to Miriam (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1)  
Anderson (formerly Miriam Mertes), who grew 
up at Lakewood. They have three daughters 
(Jordan, Taylor & Gracie) and one son (Ethan). 
Eric and Miriam have gone through an intensive 
evaluation process by the Church Planting Team 
of our North Central District and were 
unanimously recommended as church planters 
with the District. They have been interviewed by 
the Lakewood Elders and Pastoral Staff and were 
again unanimously confirmed as a good fit for our 
church-planting mission.Eric grew up in a strong 
Christian home and has been very involved with 
the Evangelical Free Church since his childhood. 
He professed faith in the Gospel of Christ from an early childhood age, and his profession bore 
spiritual fruit as he grew in spiritual maturity through his involvement in his church youth 
group, his years working at Camp Shamineau as a junior counselor, and his training at Bethel 
College. He clearly senses a call to preaching and pastoral leadership, and that calling has been 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ aƛǊƛŀƳ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
clearly persuaded of this calling by God upon Eric, and she is committed to following him and 
supporting him as he faithfully fulfills his calling. Miriam has a gift of hospitality and a passion 
for opening their home to minister to people. 

Eric and Miriam will conclude their ministry at Lincoln EFC over the next 1-2 months and seek 
to transition into Lakewood by mid-Summer. They will be seeking to sell their home near 
Cushing and move into the Crosby-Deerwood-Ironton area where they can work with our core 
group there to meet people and begin building a ministry there. Initially Eric and Miriam and 
their family will worship with us at Lakewood on Sunday mornings. He will take over the 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ άǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘƛƴƎέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ-plant core group and lead them 
through a development and training program designed to prepare for the launch of public 
church worship in the Crosby-Deerwood-Ironton area sometime in 2010. You will see Eric and 

Miriam often around Lakewood for the next year and hear him 
ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǇǳƭǇƛǘ ƻƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
όŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳύ ǘƻ άǊŜŎǊǳƛǘέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ [ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘ 
congregation to join this church-plant core group, and we hope 
that those of you who live close to the Crosby-Deerwood-Ironton 
community will seriously and prayerfully consider joining this 
group! Please join me in warmly welcoming Eric and Miriam as 
they join our Lakewood body this summer. 
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GO TO www.LakewoodFC.com for more info.  

What does it mean to be What does it mean to be �´�$���0�D�Q���2�I���´�$���0�D�Q���2�I��          �"�µ�"�µ  

�y Truth  Ÿ  �y Gospel  Ÿ  �y Prayer  Ÿ  �y Relationships   

�y Maturity  Ÿ  �y Ministry    �y Outreach    �y Stewardship 

On Wednesday nights this winter, I led a class called Discipling Men. We wrestled through the 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ [ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘΩǎ /ƻǊŜ ±ŀƭǳŜǎΦ   

For example, in the area of ministry, we concluded that a man of ministry is aware of what 
gifts and abilities God gives and is intentionally and confidently using his to build up the Body. 
This humble act of service is affirmed by both God and men and could be described as one 
ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎƭȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ƙƛǎ άǎǿŜŜǘ ǎǇƻǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊŜ ±ŀƭǳŜǎΦ 

It was curious how each group in the study independently identified humility as one of the 
qualities that should be evident in each of the 8 Core Values. Pride was seen as a hindrance to 
άƳŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǳǇέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 

Proverbs 29:23 says, �^�����u���v�[�•���‰�Œ�]�������Á�]�o�o�����Œ�]�v�P���Z�]�u���o�}�Á�U�����µ�š�������Z�µ�u���o�����•�‰�]�Œ�]�š���Á�]�o�o���}���š���]�v���Z�}�v�}�Œ�X�_ 

For men, this call to humility is definitely contrary to what the world promotes.  It takes time, 
ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ōŜǎǘ ōȅ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ 
alone. Humility is developed within relationships.  

Our Enemy wants us pridefulτƭƛƪŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ IǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ǿǊŜŎƪǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
manipulate us, which is dangerous to him spiritually. With our pride put to death, God can 
more easily direct our paths and make us men. 

- Paul Johnson, 
 Community Life Pastor          

Men of Lakewood . . . Be Dangerous! 


