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From Senior Pastor Dan Werthman  

Office Hours 
Monday -Thursday  
9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

Friday 10:00 AM-3:30 PM 

September 

¶ 16 - Wednesday night 
programming begins 

¶ 20 - Sunday morning 
programming begins 

¶ 25 to 27 -  Men & Muskies 
October 

¶ 4 - bŜǿŎƻƳŜǊΩǎ [ǳƴŎƘ 

¶ 18 & 25 - Discover 
Lakewood Parts 1 & 2 

¶ 25 - Explore Your SHAPE  

¶ 27 -  Quarterly Business 
Meeting 

November 

¶ 25 - Thanksgiving Eve 
Service 

Sunday 
Services 

 
9:00 & 10:30 AM 

6284 Fairview Road 
Baxter, MN  56425 
Phone: 218-829-7251 
www.lakewoodfc.com 
E-mail: info@lakewoodfc.com 

D o you know what we believe here at Lakewood?  
How familiar are you with our Statement of Faith that summarizes 
the essential doctrine of Lakewood and our denomination, the 

Evangelical Free Church of America (EFCA)? Over the last year, the EFCA 
and our North Central District (NCD) both adopted a new Statement of 
Faith that revised the previous EFCA and NCD Statement of Faith, 
originally written in 1950. Both our denomination and our district are 
now encouraging all EFCA churches to consider adopting it as their 
Statement of Faith as well. The Lakewood elders have been studying this 
revised EFCA Statement of Faith over the past year and will soon be 
bringing a motion to the membership to adopt it and amend the 
Lakewood Constitution accordingly. I have dedicated my columns in this 
newsletter to comparing the various articles of the new, revised EFCA 
Statement of Faith and the 1950 EFCA Statement of Faith. In a previous 
issue we looked at the first article, and now we turn to the second article 
here. 

Article 2 ς The Bible  

We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New 
Testaments, through the words of human authors. As the verbally 
inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, 
the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate 
authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor 
should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, 
obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it provides. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфрл {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ όІмύ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
Bible, which reads: We believe the Scriptures, both the Old and New  
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(continued from p. 1)   

Testaments, to be the inspired Word of God, without error in the original 
writings, the complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men, and 
the Divine and final authority for all Christian faith and life.As you can 
see by comparison, the revised Statement does not subtract anything 
from the 1950 Statement. It actually expands it, and in so doing, it 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ƻǳǊ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎΥ 

¶ It makes it clear that the Bible is God speaking to us. God desires to 
communicate with us, and He does that through His Word, the Bible. 

¶ It clarifies that the Bible is made up of the Old and New Testaments 
and nothing else. We reject as uninspired all extra-biblical texts such as 

the Apocryphal books (included in the Roman Catholic Bible), the Nag Hammadi texts, and all the 
ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ΨǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ƎƻǎǇŜƭǎΩ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ōƻƻƪǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ The Da Vinci Code. 

¶ It emphasizes that the Bible is the complete ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳȅǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ 
lead us outside of what God has clearly revealed in the Bible. 

¶ It adds the truth that the Bible is the ultimate authority by which every realm of human 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ 
psychology, etc. Instead, all of those realms of knowledge must be compared against and judged 
by the Bible. 

¶ It emphasizes that our response to God in His Word must be to believe, to obey, and to trust. 

Want to learn more? Maybe some of these concepts are new to you, like revelation, verbal 
inspiration, inerrancy, and the original writings ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŎŀƴƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ 
and discuss together in the upcoming Wednesday night class entitled What We Believe: The EFCA 
Statement of FaithΦ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ-
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ΨǳǎŜǊ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΩτno matter how much or 
Ƙƻǿ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎΦ 

Want to study your beliefs about the Bible more yourself? You can find the revised Statement of 
CŀƛǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ мфрл {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9C/!Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘΥ 
http://www.efca.org/about-efca/statement-faith/resources-statement-faith-transition. You can also 
ŦƛƴŘ [ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ www.lakewoodfc.com ǳƴŘŜǊ Ψ!ōƻǳǘ 
¦ǎΩ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ This is the EFCA brochure available at the Information Desk. 

http://www.efca.org/about-efca/statement-faith/resources-statement-faith-transition
http://www.lakewoodfc.com/
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As I took my first bite, I was expecting the thick cream cheese frosting to melt in my mouth 
before the taste of carrot cake careened across my tongue.  To my surprise, it was really a 
ƳŜŀǘƭƻŀŦ άŦǊƻǎǘŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǎƘŜŘ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎΣ ǇƛŎƪƭŜǎΣ ƻƴƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƪŜǘŎƘǳǇΦ 

bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ όƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎΦύ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ 
thing I like about men.  You never really know what you are in for. 

I have a friend, Don, who is a spiritual mentor in my 
life.  He asks me dangerous questions.   

I was attending a church in the Twin Cities when I was 
approached by the nominating committee to consider 
serving as an elder.  I said I would pray about it and I 
ŘƛŘΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ 
firm answer either way, but I was definitely leaning 
toward declining the offer.  I had been an elder before 
and knew the toll it would take. 

¢ƘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ 5ƻƴΦ  L ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 
was leading me to accept, and that is when he asked 
ƳŜ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ άtŀǳƭΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
the Holy Spirit is present in the lives of the nominating 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΚέ    

άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣέ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ - 
ƴŀƳŜƭȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
ǎǘŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ 

Thanks Don.  Actually, it was a great way for me to put things back in perspective.  

LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΦ  bŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
to serve, it may be because we see something in your life  that you may not.  So I pose this 
question - especially to you men: do you believe the Spirit is present in the lives of your 
authorities?   

L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ           
I want to challenge and be challenged.  I want to be dangerous. 

- Paul Johnson, 
Community Life Pastor 

ά¢I9 a!b /!Y9έ - by Jeremy Doyle 
²ƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллф aŜƴΩǎ /ŀƪŜ .ŀƪŜ-Off 

Some Things Are Just DANGEROUS  
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Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
name? 

A: We have no idea yet. 
Ask us again in about 
two months. 

2. Where are you going to hold services? 
A:  See above answer to question #1, but wait to 

ask again for six months instead of two. 
3. Why is Lakewood planting a church in an area 

where there are already other churches? 
A:  We are called to partner in testifying to the 

Gospel in the Crosby-Deerwood area 
through planting and gathering a Christ-
Submitted body of Christians who will 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ DƭƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 
Biblically healthy church. 

4. When will the church begin Sunday worship 
services in the Crosby-Deerwood area? 

A:  If the Lords wills it, we will be starting 
sometime in early to mid 2010τpossibly in 
the spring. 

5. Why wait so long? 
A:  Through the guidance of the church planting 

director of the North Central District of the 
EFCA (Dan Moose), we will be guided 
through a 6-8 month process of intentional 
preparation work, including setting up our 
tax status, gathering Christians to commit to 
the plant, and reaching out to the 
community, all the while covering the whole 
process in prayer.  

6. What will happen between now and then? 
A:  There are three intentional phases: 

1.  Core group training: Beginning in late 
September and meeting weekly, 4-6 

committed families will join as a team 
to pray and plan for the plant. 
This team will also help lead 
some intentional small 
groups that will hopefully 

form before the start of Sunday worship 
services.   

2. Launch team: Late in 2009 or early 2010, 
this team will form to help with promotion, 
setting up the Sunday worship services, 
etc. 

3. Pilot worship: One month before the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ƙƻǎǘ 
2-о άǇƛƭƻǘέ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
church and prepare for the task of hosting 
regular Sunday morning worship 
gatherings. 

7. How can we support the church plant? 
A:  Prayer, prayer, prayer!  If you are 

interested in being on our prayer team by 
committing to praying weekly for the 
church plant and my family, email me at 
ericanderson@brainerd.net or call me at 
(218)820-7532. 

8. We are interested in more info or possibly 
joining you. What should we do? 

A:  There are three ways: contact us, 
consider checking us out on Sunday 
morning for our church plant prayer 
group (during 1st service), or come to the 
church planting overview (CPO) Friday 
night and Saturday morning, October 2-3 
in the Crosby area (time and location 
TBA). 

Serving in Christ, 
Eric Anderson, Church Plant Pastor 

CHURCH PLANTING  

W e are in the middle of an exciting time at Lakewood , with the upcoming 
Crosby-Deerwood church plant.  I have been on staff for one month as the pastor of this church 

plant.  As I was given the assignment of writing this article, I decided to give answers (as clearly as I can) 
to the most frequently asked questions about the Church plant that I have received since coming on 
staff at Lakewood.  So here it goes: 

mailto:ericanderson@brainerd.net
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TELL THE NEXT GENERATION  

M y husband Jeff and I have just come 
off of a ten-day stint of caring for our three

-year-old grandson, Isaac. What an intense time 
that was! We were busy from the crack of dawn 
until dark, not able to let him out of our sight for a 
moment because at that age, kids have no fear 
and no sense of what is fun and what is 
dangerous.  

It was a lot of work, yes, but also very rewarding! 
And what a joy it was to experience the world 
through the eyes of a child again. We were 
reminded how their little brains are like sponges, 
soaking up and interpreting every single thing they 
see, hear, taste, touch, or smell.  We were also 
reminded of the incredible responsibility, privilege, 
and joy God has entrusted to parents and 
grandparents to bring up a child in άǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5έ and how critical it is 
to lay a Biblical foundation of who God is when 
young hearts and minds 
are so open, eager, and 
trusting. 

We delighted in the 
opportunity to read to 
Isaac great stories about 
the One True God, sing 
songs together about His 
great love and pray to 
IƛƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ άǿƛƎƎƭŜŘ 
our fingers and wiggled 
ƻǳǊ ǘƻŜǎΦέ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
year old does not 
understand all the words, 
he can certainly grasp the 
importance of who God is 
through our excitement, 
our reverence, our 
example.   

So today I urge you to make the most of moments 
with your kids and grandkids, nieces and 
nephewsτeven the kids down the street. Seize 
the opportunities you are given to impress upon 
their hearts and minds the amazing truths about 
God and the evidences of His greatness and 
goodness in your life and in theirs. 

As fall ministries resume, I encourage you who are 
parents to be consistent in bringing your kids to 
church each week. Show them that worshiping 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 
DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ priority, not just another menu 
option for Christ-ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ 
convenient. I commend our young parentsτand 
many of our grandparentsτwho make the effort 
to do just that, and I encourage you to persevere! 
You have been given an enormous task, but God 
has not asked you to do it on your own. He has 
given His Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen you. 
IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ Iƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ²ƻǊŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ άGod-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦέ He has also 
given you an extended familyτ
the Churchτto assist and 
encourage you along the way.  

Even now, I am praying that 
God would so fill the hearts of 
His people at Lakewood that we 
would all be passionate ǘƻ άtell 
the next generation the 
praiseworthy deeds of the 
LORD, His power, and the 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜΣέ so that 
άƻǳǊέ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ 
place their trust in Christ and 
live their lives according to His 
purpose and for His glory! 

-Eileen Dirks,  
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 
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L  AKEWOOD MISSIONS is now a 
provisional member of the U.S. 

Standards of Excellence in Short Term 
Missions. Every year, members of the 
missions board, short-term missions leaders, 
and potential leaders attend an excellent 
national missions meeting in Minneapolis. It 
is called STEM, or Short Term Evangelical 
Missions Conference. Two things that we 
have recently become aware of through our 
exposure to national missions are 
"Perspectives" and Standards of Excellence 
(SOE). As short-term missions practitioners, 
we strive to appropriately express God's 
redemptive mission throughout His world 
and to glorify Him in everything that we do. 

We know that many people are impacted by 
our church's involvement in short-term 
missions. A short-term mission (STM) is not 
an isolated event but rather a complex 
process over time, affecting all participantsτ
those who send, those who go, and those 
who host/receive. We desire to pursue 
excellence and to strengthen our overall 
effectiveness. We do so not in a rigid manner 
but in a redemptive manner, by voluntarily 
adopting and committing ourselves to the 
Standards of Excellence in our short-term 
missions efforts. 
After attending a few different meetings 
about the SOE, we applied to be provisional 
members. This required extensive paperwork 
about our church and our missions 
department. We have been accepted as 
provisional members for three years. Our 
next responsibility was to attend a Standards 
Introductory Workshop. Most of the board 
attended that conference, which was 
attached to the annual STEM meeting. 

The seven U.S. Standards of Excellence are as 
follows: 

1. God-Centeredness: An excellent short-term 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƪǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
and is expressed through our: 

¶ Purpose ς /ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
His ends throughout our entire STM 
process 

¶ Lives ς Sound Biblical doctrine, persistent 
prayer, and godliness in all our thoughts, 
words, and deeds 

¶ Methods ς Wise, Biblical, and culturally 
appropriate methods which bear spiritual 
fruit 

2. Empowering Partnerships: An excellent short-
term mission establishes healthy, 
interdependent, ongoing relationships 
between sending and receiving partners and is 
expressed by: 

¶ Primary focus on intended receptors 

¶ Plans which benefit all participants 

¶ Mutual trust and accountability 

3. Mutual Design: An excellent short-term 
mission collaboratively plans each specific 
outreach for the benefit of all participants and 
is expressed by: 

¶ On-field methods and activities aligned to 
long-term strategies of the partnership 

¶ Goer-ƎǳŜǎǘǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
part of the plan 

STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE  




