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From Senior Pastor Dan Werthman  

Office Hours 
Monday -Thursday  
9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

Friday 9:00 AM-3:30 PM 

March 

¶ 5-7 -  LSM Winter Retreat 

¶ 6-7 - Missions Conference 

¶ 17 - /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ  

¶ 27 -  Beast Feast 
April 

¶ 2 - Good Friday 

¶ 4 - Easter Sunday 

¶ 23-25 - Marriage Retreat 

¶ 26 -  Quarterly Business 
Meeting 

¶ 28 - Adult Wednesday Classes 
end 

May 

¶ 3 - Spring Into Missions 

¶ 23 - Ministry Fair 

¶ 23 - Last day of Sunday Classes 

Sunday 
Services 

 
9:00 & 10:30 AM 

6284 Fairview Road 
Baxter, MN  56425 
Phone: 218-829-7251 
www.lakewoodfc.com 
E-mail: info@lakewoodfc.com 

Y ou wonõt want to miss our Good Friday service on April 
2 this year, but you will if you show up at Lakewood that 

evening! What do I mean? There will be no Good Friday services 
held at our Lakewood campus on April 2. Instead, we will all be 
gathering at 7:00 PM for one special Good Friday service at the 
Brainerd High School GymnasiumτŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΗ tŀǎǘƻǊ 
Ted and I have been working together with the pastors and worship 
leaders of nine other churches in our community to plan and hold 
one large Good Friday service together! These nine churches are: 

The Journey North, Heritage 
Assemblies of God, Church of 
the Nazarene (Brainerd/Baxter 
and Merrifield), Living Word 
North, Temple Baptist, Remnant 
Ministry Center, Pointway, and 
South Long Lake Presbyterian. 

How did these churches come 
together and begin working 
together toward this common 
goal, focusing on the one thing 
we all agree onτthe saving 
work of Jesus Christ on the 
cross? It actually started four 
years ago when several of us 
pastors  agreed to meet  
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(continued from p. 1)  

together monthly to pray together. While the invitation to join in prayer monthly was 
extended to many other churches, these ten churches represent the pastors who have 
faithfully attended over the past few years. We have grown in our love and respect for each 
other as we have prayed together, and out of that bond has grown the desire for our 
congregations to worship together. Last September, we were set on a journey of beginning to 
plan a Good Friday service together. I hope it will become an annual thing! 

Pastor Ted Feyder will be leading the worship team made up of worship leaders from several 
of these ten churches. Pastor Bob Evans of Temple Baptist Church will be leading a large 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ŎƘƻƛǊΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
have Dr. Gordon Anderson as our special guest preacher. Dr. Anderson is the President of 
North Central University in Minneapolis. He is a dynamic preacher in the Assembly of God 
denomination whom I greatly respect. I encourage you to listen to his sermons online, which 
you can find at www.northcentral.edu/sermons/archive. He will be preaching a strong 
message on the cross of Christ and what that means for all of us. 

One plug for those of you who would be interested in being part of the large combined choir: 
an open rehearsal will be held on Saturday, March 20, at 10:00 AM at Temple Baptist Church. 
Participation in the choir is open to anyone willing to participate in this rehearsal. Contact 
Pastor Bob Evans for more information on the choir (drrpevans@yahoo.com). 

Can you imagine over 3000 of your brothers and sisters in Christ filling the BHS Gymnasium 
and singing about the cross and taking communion together? I am amazed and awed at how 

God has been 
working to 
make this 
happen!  You 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
miss it! Make 
your plans 
now to get 
there early to 
get seats and 
be part of this 
a m a z i n g 
service! 
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Short -Term Missions for 2010  

T he theme of this yearõs Missions 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ άDŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀƳŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜ 

New Orleans Team recently returned, and 
teams are preparing to leave for Costa Rica 
and Congo in April.  If you are wondering 
ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ άƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΣέ ƘŜǊŜ 
are some upcoming short-term missions 
opportunities you might want to prayerfully 
consider: 

Adult Teams: 

May 1-8 - ALASKA - Echo Ranch Bible Camp 
Support the ministry of 
Echo Ranch Bible Camp to 
unreached Alaskan 
children by improving the 
camp facilities and 
encouraging the staff. 
Contact: Dick Todd (829-
7229; rtodd0729@gmail.com) 

June 18-27 - QUEBEC 
We will be partnering with our missionaries 
John & Mary Kay Boberg to reach out to their 
community and build relationships through 
English classes. Contact:  Eileen Kulseth (218-
692-5593; thecottageplace@yahoo.com) 

 

Youth Teams: 

July 5-20 -  POLAND (LSM/Junction 122) 
We will be partnering with our missionaries Greg & 
Heidi Carlson and Dan & Laura Hash to teach 
conversational English at an outreach summer camp. 
Contact:  Pastor Andy Abramson (829-7251; 
andy@lakewoodfc.com) 

July 24-31 - MISSIONS: MINNEAPOLIS (LSM) 
We will be partnering with the EFCA and 
BUMP (Bridging Urban Missions 
Project) for an inner-city and cross-
cultural missions experience. 
Contact: Brad Aust (829-7251; 
brad@lakewoodfc.com) 

August 1-5 - MISSIONS: BRAINERD (LSM) 
hǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
community through servant evangelism projects. 
Contact: Brad Aust (829-7251; 
brad@lakewoodfc.com) 

Still in the prayer and planning stages: 

POLAND-H2O 
This will be a construction project for a new Josiah 
Venture Camp & Conference Center.          Contact: 
Dave Gaalswyk (829-5797; davejengaals@msn.com) 
or Steve Bardolph (829-7251; 
steve@lakewoodfc.com) 

HAITI CRISIS RESPONSE 
We will be partnering with EFCA TouchGlobal.  The 
nature and scope of this team is still to be 
determined as the needs in the disaster area rapidly 
change. Contact:  Steve Bardolph (829-7251; 
steve@lakewoodfc.com) 

August 20-22 or 20-27 - BEMIDJI STATE UNIVERSITY 
The team will partner with our missionaries Brian & 
Sandi Asker to help reach the campus of Bemidji 
State University. Contact:  Ed Asker (828-2060; 
edasker@gmail.com) 
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The Heart of a Servant:  Duty 

or Privilege  

A s a staff, we have been planning a 
ministry fair for Sunday, May 23.  What is 

a ministry fair?  Well there are no carnival rides, 
ƴƻ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƴƻ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ άŦƻƻŘ ƻƴ 
ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŦŀƛǊ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
more than trying to give you some fun or sell 
you some food.  This day is about privilegeτthe 
privilege of being used by God in His Kingdom.   

When it comes to serving, too often we first 
approach it with a sense of duty, reasoning that 
if God has saved me, then I in some way owe 
Him my service.  That dutiful approach is flawed 
and misses the point.  That reasoning is flawed 
spiritually in that we cannot repay God for what 
He has done for us because there is nothing we 
can give to God that could have any kind of 
merit compared to what He has done for us 
through Christ.  What He did was not some 
transaction or economic exchange, but that is 
so often the way we think.  This much is true: 
He died for me and paid the penalty for my 
sinsτpast, present, and futureτand there is 
nothing I can give, including my service, that 
can ever repay Him.  But duty always seems to 
creep back, and we feel that we are obligated 

to serve Him in exchange for His loving sacrifice on 
our behalf.  Let me state it more stronglyτour 
service out of duty cannot pay God back in any 
shape or form.   

I know that duty is often where we start, and that 
is how it was for me. I remember the first time I 
formally served in a church. I was asked to help 
with a 5th & 6th grade Wednesday night group 
called Jet Cadets in Vancouver, WA in the winter of 
1980.  The reason I said yes to serving was that I 
felt dutifulτthat I owed Christ my service.  But 
that was only the beginning.  I look back on that 
ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ōȅ 
saying yes to serving out of duty, I came to realize 
ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
heart and what He wanted for me when I serve. 
DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ privilege to serve Him. 

There is a passage of Scripture that drives home 
the point of serving out of privilege rather than 
duty.  In 2 Corinthians 8, Paul is writing to the 
church and tells them about another church in 
Macedonia that demonstrated their motive to 
serve.  Beginning with verse three, Paul writes,  

3For I testify that they gave as much as they 
were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own, 4they urgently pleaded 
with us for the privilege of sharing in this 

service to the saints. 5And 
they did not do as we 
expected, but they gave 
themselves first to the Lord 
and then to us in keeping 
with God's will. 

While this passage deals 
specifically with giving 
money, its Biblical meaning 
goes far beyond giving of our 
money; it deals with their 
heart motive for why they 
served.  
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and we respond out of love for Christ to the 
privilege of being used by the King of Kings to 
further His agenda for this world.  Let me state it 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΥ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ 
fulfill His purposes, but yet He desires that we 
would partake in the privilege of serving Him.  He 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ IŜ ǿŀƛǘǎΣ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜǎƛǊƛƴƎ 
that we direct our love, time, and attention back 
to Him.  He then waits for our hearts to respond 
through obedience and love.    

Two last things.  First, when someone calls you this 
spring or summer or you see an opportunity to 
serve, would you stop and think of what an 
incredible privilege it is to serve our risen Savior? 
Second, on that Sunday in May when you walk into 
the Foyer and Fellowship Hall filled with tables of 
various ministries and opportunities to serve the 
body of Christ, would you do one very important 
thingτwould you ask God to help you to fully give 
yourself to Christ and to see the people that 
ministry will serve?  Christ longs for us to abide in 
Him (John 15), but He does not want us to stop 
thereτHe wants to bear fruit in us and through us 
and give us favor and privilege as children of God.  
Say no to duty and yes to the privilege of serving 
our King and His Kingdom!       

-Pastor Ken Abramson 

Verse four reveals the attitude of their hearts as 
they pleaded with Paul for the άǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
paying God back, but it was a privilege!  This word 
privilege is an interesting word in that it means 
benefit, favor, or value. They understood that they 
received something in return!  This sounds like 
selfishness, but it was just the opposite.  What do 
we get when we serve out of privilege rather than 
duty?  Here are just a couple of things:  

Í We have a ringside seat in watching God work 
in others. 

Í We learn dependence upon the power of the 
Holy Spirit and He changes us from the inside 
out. 

Í We enjoy fellowship and communion with 
other brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Í He gives us new eyes to see others and love 
them. 

Í He pours out His love into our hearts and 
overwhelms us with His love.  We truly are 
satisfied. 

Í Serving becomes a delight, not a duty. 

Í We receive eternal rewards in heaven. 

The benefits greatly outweigh the cost of servingτ
that is a privilege. 

The passage from 2 Corinthians 8 gives us one last 
and very important piece. It tells us how to move 
from duty to privilege.  It comes from verse five 
ǿƘŜƴ tŀǳƭ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άbut they gave themselves first 
to the Lord.έ  Lǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
from Macedonia who gave themselves first and 
fully to Christ.  That is where privilege startsτ
ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ άŘƻƴŜ 
ǘƘŀǘέ ƭƛǎǘΤ IŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎτour hearts, our 
minds, and our wills.  The more we fully give of 
ourselves,  the more we begin to realize the 
incredible love that He has poured into our hearts, 
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Care for K.I.D.S.  
(Kids in Divorce or Separation)       

I  t takes more than a BandAid to 
heal the heart of a child who 

has been hurt by separation 
or divorce.  This summer we 
will be offering a support 
group for kids entering grades 
3-6 whose families have 
experienced divorce or separation. At our 
weekly group, kids will make friends with 
others who understand how they feel and 
what they are going through.  Our team of 
facilitators will combine activities and small 
group discussion to help children process the 
changes and grieving that occur from 
divorce.  Best of all, children will learn to use 

truth from the Bible to 
strengthen them and turn 

tears and fears to hope 
and joy! 
In order to make this 
program more 
accessible for the public, 

the class will be held at 
the Washington 

Educational Service Center on 
four consecutive Wednesdays, June 9-30 from 
4:00-5:30 PM. Registration will be handled 
through Community Education, so watch for 
their summer brochure in the mail for more 
information. If you have questions, contact 
Christine Carlson at 
828-4426. 
 

Coming Summer 2010  

Day Camps for Kids!!  

Q: What do trumpets, timbrels and 
lyres have in common with handcuffs, chopsticks, 
yurts and tea?  Give up? 
!Υ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Ministries Day Camps for Kids this summer! 
We are currently in the planning stages of three 
different camps this year and are excited to see 
the details coming together. There will be a camp 
with a different focus offered during June, July and 
August. Because of the diversity of themes, these 
camps will appeal to a wide range of kids. A two-

day Praise Camp, a 
one-day Pol ice 
Academy as well as a 
Great Commission 
Expedition camp are 
all in the works.  
These camps will be 
filled with new 
experiences, practical 
information and fun! 

Most importantly they will help kids learn about 
the One True God, His Kingdom and His Good 
News for us all! They will be great opportunities to 
invite friends and neighbors, especially those who 
do not attend church anywhere.   
We will need people with a wide variety of 
experiences and interests to help: worship, safety 
and law enforcement, missions, crafts, small 
groups, games, food prep, secretarial duties, 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ŜǘŎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ 
of these day camp opportunities, please contact 
Ei leen Dirks at 218-829-7251 or 
eileen@lakewoodfc.com. Watch the bulletin for 
more information to come!! 

mailto:eileen@lakewoodfc.com

