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| have been discussing what membership in a local chuesdms | recently
ran across this article by Pastor Jim Elliff that answers that question with
another questionDo we still need the local churchH@ gave me permission
to reprint his article in its entirety here.

Home Alone: Do We Still Need the Local Church?

Jim Elliff
The downthe-street local church is not the only show in town anymore. We
are able to enjoy faittbuilding messages, listen to the latest Christian music,
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and explore the rich diversity and variety found in the most noted Christian
gatherings, all with the click of the mouse or the touch of a button.

Dates To Remember:

horsebackriding evangelist, John Wesley. But they mean this without ever
going out of their own studio or auditorium! Some are communicating to
millions.

It is not unusual for savvy web users to feed from many sources during a gijfe
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communicators on almost any day! Some listen to Christian radio all day lo
In fact, you can hear and see Christian leaders on your handheld media de
while eating a hamburger in the local fast food restaurant.

For some time we have been losing the aura of significance once automatiggl
assigned to the local churchthe attention we had when nothing else much
was going on.

We now have to face the truthmost media preachers are more engaging thgn
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Massive church meetings on television are so vivacious and musically

for spiritual vitality have become a bother to masses of declared believers,
illustrated by low levels of participation. Who really wants to be out one mog|
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those who speak in our own church, and we can watch them in our pajamay.| November
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the regular assembly. And the church programs that once seemed so esseﬂuial Kathy Troccoli & Ellie

i 123 - Newcomers Lunch

1 14 - Sunday Classes
Begin

114 - Short Term
Missions Report Night

€ Begin
121 - Newcomers Lunch
ly & Explore Your
S.HAP.E.

1 16-19 - Timber Bay
Camp

18-AA Cel ebr a

Lofaro

1 26 - Thanksgiving Eve
Service

stry
Na Yé L
UKS 62N

t’i on of
®® T2NJ

night missing his favorite TV programming? (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

Do we really need the local church anymore?

This is not a meaningless question. Millions have written off church life as irrelevant. But some benefits al

found in the local church that not even the best media experience can offer, such as . . .

wActual relationships rather than imaginary one®/eak as some churches are, they are still made up of livi
people who come together. The meedgagrossed Christian isolates himself from other believers while
imagining relationships that are actually not there. This is not living life, but skipping life. | am often sad
by the isolated person who misses out on people. There is no true fellowship except among believers.
you know it, you will not be satisfied without it.

wCompassionate care rather than mere talk of concefine media pastors talk about their love for their
audience, but they will not be there when your child experiments with drugs, or your spouse dies, or youlr
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business goes down the drain. Those in the media audience will not sit at your bedside when you are dying.
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you die alone.
wReal accountability rather than unchecked libertit. may not seem immediately desirable, but accountabili
is a precious gift. In the local church, if you stray from God, someone is there to bring you back, or ever|t
lovingly discipline you. If you are alone, you may stray deeper and deeper into sin even though you ha
periodic religious media fixes. Rather, you must subject yourself to the answerability that comes from efg
with real people. If you understand the deceitfulness of sin, you know you need that.
wAuthentic shared worship rather than vicarious viewing of worshipod promises benefits and blessings t
corporate worship, even more so than for individual worship, though we should do both. Yet the isolate
virtual Christian only imagines himself worshipping with others as he sits before the monitor. If the prof
solo believer were to arrive in heaven one day, he would only then experience what he was made for wjpe
0SOIYS I o0StASOSN® 1S gAaftft &aresz al2¢ O2dzZ R L
Add to the above that the isolated medimly Christian disobeys God by not participating in the ordinance of|t
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God gave him expressly for edifying his local church, a distinct privilege and responsibility.
Do we still need the local church? Yes! But its members had better major on what makes it irreplaceable
becoming the loving, caring, worshipping, responsible fellowship it was meant to be. Your church, for instdn
can be the most loving church in the world. Nothing can stop you except your own unwillingness. Love, efp
in our media saturated day, is immensely attractive and satisfying.
C2NHSG GKS FflakK yR (GKS akKz2gYlIyaKALd 52y Qi Sg9gy
enamored with such surface concerns. They soon lose meaning to true believers anyway. Pare away all
trifingt SALISOA Lt f & GKS GNYRAGAZ2YyaA GKIFIG KIFEI@S t2aid GK
attempts at being ugo-date. Do what is biblical even if it means changing everything. And then you will h
meaning. You will be the local church that nobody can think little of anymore.
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have an opinion about

everything. Most of the time | am willing
to share it, and this can be intimidating to
people. | can come off as confident and sure
of myself, but often, | am also willing to
change my opinion, (which may come off as
wishy washy.)

There are somealues that | hold that
are especially important to me, that | am

they are given to me by Godt is curious that
these may be more harmful to God's people
than other, less passionate values.

In 1418, Thomas a Kempis wrote...

True it is that every man
willingly followeth his
own bent, and is the
more inclined to those
who agree with him.

But if Christ is amongst
us, then it is necessary
that we sometimes yield
up our own opinion for
the sake of peace. Who i
SO wise as to have a
perfect knowledge of all
things?

Therefore trust not too
much to thine own
opinion, but be ready
also to hear the opinion of others. Though
thine own opinion be good, yet if for the love
of God thou foregoest it, and followest that o
another, thou shalt the more profit thereby.

God has given us all a different mix of
passions, gifts, and abilitie$le says that this
is good for us and for His Kingdoin. a
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"Body" the size of Lakewood, there are many
values that we individually hold which were
given us by the SpiritThese have probably
helped you to decide where to serve, whether
to be part of a small group or not, and even
what "style" of music you like.

Because we get these values from God's Spirit
is good that our regard for them would be
high. We may be disappointed when others

unwilling to compromise, because | know that don't esteem them as muchAnd we can get

into trouble when we start using the
word "should"concerning othersThis isn't a
new danger in the Church.

Thomas a Kempis reminds
us to consider "yielding" our
opinions at times for the
sake of peace, and | would
also say for the
advancement oGod's
Kingdom.Who fully knows
what God is up to1am
amazed in Acts 5, when
the Jewish leadera/ere
ready to kill the apostles,
how Gamaliel, a leading
Pharisee, reasons with the
rest to put aside their
opinions and see what God
is up to.

I'll encourage you, then, to
look for an opportunity over

these next months to "yield.Instead of
evaluating people's actions by the valugsi

f hold dear, discover what God has placed of
importance in their heartsl guarantee it will
broaden your understanding of what God may
be up to here in Lakewood.

Paul Johnson, Community Life Pastor




ntergenerational Ministry - Part 2

Last year in the fall newsletter, | highlighted
some of the challenges of current ministry
trends and how it has led Lakewood to begin t
explore other models of ministryA couple of
changes include the Family Sunday School clg
at the 10:30 hour and, last year, the combined
classes of senior high students and adults.
Parents have grown to appreciate these
structures which have created more interactior
between parents and their childrenVhat have
we learned from these new experiencesfere
are some conclusions | have become more an
more convinced of as we continue to pursue th
discipleship of individuals and families at
Lakewood.

God calls families to be the primary spiritual
nurturers to their children. Historically it was
not done in isolation but was always supportg
by a gathering community. Thiamily needs
to be effectively connected to the church for
support in parenting and for their own
accountability as they grow in Christ.
(Hebrews 10:25)

Parents must expand their definition of
parenting to include discipleshipghe
command to make disciples must be applied
parents toward their children as much as it i
applied to local churcheswWe need to help
parents take greater steps in preparing our
children for the spiritual battles that they are
facing.t F NByGAy3d R2SayQi
turns 18, but rather, shifts to a different
structure of relating with older children.
Matthew 28:19

The older and more mature must take spiritual
responsibility for the younger and less
mature. The Apostle Paul was such a great

example as he pursued and poured his life if
Timothy. We have a growing adult culture
that too often waits for the young to approac
b them for relationships.We who are more
mature must begin to take spiritual

1SS responsibility for the less mature no matter
what the age.We are called to be the
initiators in those mentoring relationships.
Titus 2:48.

There are many students and children who
lGGSYR [1S¢622R ¢K24§
the biblical value of teaching their children

0 what it is to have a growing relationship with
€ Christ. We must take the view that God has
graciously given these youth to us to adopt
and nurture spiritually. | believe that the
family unit is the most effective agent for the
spiritual adoption of those childrenToo

often, we put the weight on church structure
for that to happen.

pd

We must be challenged and open to change ir
our beliefs of what are the begbrms of
discipleship. The constants in discipleship
include the gospel, the Word, and committeq
relationships that intentionally reproduce
disciples of ChristHow we do that in light of

to our culture really is the key question. The
Kenya trip this summer challenged me
personally, as we observed differences in hq

Sq what is next? v i

I VSVO)6|C|1? asl?tﬁa? ygu C(lintinlcj)eth\ ptra)F/e for
Lakewood as we look to more effectively maks
disciples and fulfill the great commandment ar
the great commission of making disciples who,
honor and glorify God. The family needs to be
the cornerstone of that process and our cultur
continues to be a stumbling block in the

we do ministry in the context of a local churgh.
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development of our familiesPray for healthy families and healthy marriages that model the
gospel to a world where broken relationships are the norm. Pray that our eyes would be open|to
see students, young men and women differently and we would be willing to initiate life changipg
relationships where God can use each of us in the lives of othastly, pray that God would
change us individually so when people look at us, they might see a person who is committed to
f20S D2R YR 20KSN&ER>X (KFG ¢S g2dd R 0SS gAf{Ay3
purpose is His Kingdom and His Glefyastor Ken Abramson

rom Mombasa to Motown with imber Bay Mission Trip - The

Love - Join us for an exciting night of Timber Bay mission trip is coming up
seeing what God is doing in the lives of His | soon! Dates are Wednesday through Sunday,
LIS2 LX So [ 15622 RQOGctokedt MENVEXKA &4A2Va (S| Ya

from Mombasa, Detroit, Poland and inner city weekendg planned then so
aAyySELRtAa gAff &KL Ntiatfamilieshde Soke to2 T

faithfulness onSunday, September 14, participate. TIMBER B A&J'
beginning at 6:30 p.min the chapel. As team Projects include construction, ——=st=sless
partners, we have supported these 68 adults | maintenance and kitchen/cooking. There will
a,md Xouth financjally and prayerfully gnd sent| alsq be time for prayer walking, personal
UKSY 2dz2i 6AUK D2RQa 3Je\%1?oﬁs?\awoafé?}|d§vship.¢v6M| behaBle t& [dZNJ
opportunity to hear how God answered our | |ear how God reaches hurting kids through
prayers. Timber Bay.

Teaching English to Polish teens, strengtheninqraining sessions will be September 28,
marriages of African pastors and Polish October 5, and October 12. For more
Christians, coming alongside young people | jnformation contact Chuck Droogsma at
struggling in poverty in Detroit and Minneapolisy 188291363 orcmdroog@msn.coror

and helping build a Chrjstjan camp,inA Polanpl Steve Bardolph at 218297251 or _ o
KE@ds Ittt 0SSy | 8SYdzSagedeblakefdfiBLdYy I D2RQa 205
and mercy. Get a front row seat on September
14 to hear all about it and enjoy a special soul
food dessert served by the Detroit team. For
more information contact Steve Bardolph at
steve@lakewoodfc.com
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